346 HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS 


JONATHAN O. DUKE JR. 


Jonathan Oldham Duke Jr. was born April 
16, 1863, at Heber, Wasatch County. He 
was the son of John and Mary Jones Duke. 
who came to Utah in 1850, in the David 


Bennett company. His grandparents, Jon- 


han Oldham and Mary Stone Duke and 
ha and Margaret Talbot Jones, also 
in 1850, 

Jonathan O. Duke Jr. attended Brigham 
Young University at Provo, Utah. 

Some of his boyhood companions were 
Edward D. Clyde. Brigham Witt, Fredrich 
W. Giles and Charles Thacker. 
nuary 9, 1887, he and Mary Jane 
Crook and his brother, Elisha J., and Ma- 
linda Cummings were married in the Logan 
Temple. He and his young wife's first home 
was in the house that Edward Buys now 
owns. 

In 1890 he and Mr. Buys traded homes, 
so he and the family moved to Buysville 
and Mr. Buys and family moved to Heber 
to make their homes. 

Jonathan O. Duke taught school while 
at Daniels. He was called J. O. Duke many 
times instead of Jonathan. He was em- 
ployed by Uncle Joseph McDonald and 
while in his employment, Jonathan was given 
a written document on a water transaction 
and was told to take this paper to Provo 
and file at the recorder's office, so Jona- 
than left at 3 or 4 o'clock in the morning 
on horseback, reaching Provo by the time 
the office was opened. The document was 
recorded and it became official, When he 
was leaving the office he was met at the 
gate by the man who opposed this water 
transaction, but there was nothing the man 
could do, F 

About 1894 he and his family moved back 
to Heber and went into the sheep busi- 
ness. Here Jonathan purchased a home at 
Fourth North and First West Streets, They 
lived there many years. 

In 1902 he was called on a mission to 
Indiana, where he served from 1902 to 1904. 

Jonathan retired from the sheep business 
in 1914. He was the father of five children, 
namely: Ethel, Don, Angus, Merrill and 
Grant. 

He died October 1, 1943, at his home in 
Heber, Utah, at the age of 80. 


JOHN DUKE AND MARY 
JONES DUKE 
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John Duke was born November 19, 1834, 
at Albany, New York, son of Jonathan Old- 
ham and Mary Stone Duke. He married 
Martha V. Young on March 31, 1857, and 
on April 6, 1857, married Mary Jones. Mary 
was born January 11, 1840, in Pennsville, 
Ohio. She was the daughter of Elisha and 
Margaret Talbot Jones. John Duke died 
November 3, 1919, Mary died September 2, 
1927, 

John Duke saw Joseph Smith and his 
brother Hyrum quite often and remembered 
the cruel assassination on the 27th of june, 
1844, in Carthage Jail. At the time Jo 
seph and Hyrum were killed he and his 
brother Robert were playing by a creek 
which ran through Nauvoo and the water 
seemed to turn red like blood. John remem- 
bered when the quails came and settled on 
the tents and wagons, so that the people 
could catch them with their hands. The 
people acknowledged the hand of God in 
the sending of the quails, as they were 
hungry. This is when they were on the 
banks of the Mississippi River, with no 
way to get across. In the spring of 1850 
they started for Utah in the James Pac's 
Independent Co. They saw many buf- 
falo and a few were killed for food. He 
assisted in making roads into the canyons, 
where poles were obtained to build fences. 
He took up land which he later gave for 
the city cemetery and stone quarry, for the 
use of the community. He and his brothers, 
Robert and James, were pioneer brickmak- 
ers in Heber. They operated a brick yard 
north of town many years. John was a 
ward teacher many years. In 1877 he be- 
came first counselor to Bishop Clegg of 
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Heber West Ward. He was also chosen 
as a counselor to John M. Murdoch in the 
High Priests’ quorum and held that office 
many years. In 1894 he was ordained a 
patriarch, giving many blessings to the 
people. John and his wife Mary lived to 
celebrate their sixtieth wedding anniversary, 
on April 6, 1917. 

Mary Jones was the mother of 12 chil- 
dren. In 1862, John and Mary moved to 
Heber, where John had taken up some land, 
and built a log house. Later he built a 
brick house on the same lot. Not long after 
they came to Heber, Mary lost her second 
daughter, then in 1868 she lost twin daugh- 
ters. She took in washing. did nursing and 
madef quilts, and even sheared sheep to 
help. She often went with her husband to 
administer to the sick, she being very com- 
petent in caring for the sick and assisting 
in case of death. Mary was a counselor to 
Ann Murdock on the Stake Primary Board. 
She also worked in the stake Mutual and 
was a Relief Society teacher for many years. 

John and Mary were parents of the fol- 
lowing 12 children: Mrs. Thomas Murdock, 
Margaret, Elizabeth, Jonathan O., Elisha 
Jones, Mrs. Thomas H. (Julia) Crook, Mrs. 
Harmon (May) Cummings, Olive, Mrs. 
Gabriel (Stella) Nicol, Mrs. William (Syl- 
via) Buckley, Mrs. Matt (Hannah) Clem- 
ents. 

John and Martha were parents of the 
following 10 children; Mrs. Charles (Rho- 
da) Moulton, John Jr., Sarah, Alfred, Mrs. 
Bert (Annic) Murch, Louise, Joseph, Wes- 
ley Van, "and two others who died in in- 
fancy. 


MARTHA VAN YOUNG DUKE 


Martha Van Young was born February 
8, 1842, in Tennessee. Her parents were 
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Adolphia Young and Rhoda D. Jared Young. 
They were married in Tennessee on July 
26, 1836. 

Martha was married to John Duke on 
March 28, 1857. Their children were: John 
Jr.. Mrs. Charles (Rhoda) Moulton, Sarah, 
Mrs. Bert (Annie) Murch, Alfred, Lewis, 
Joseph, and Wesley Van, and two little 
girls who died of diphtheria and were buried 
in one grave. She died at Heber City on 
December 28, 1914. 

Her father was a very good carpenter 
by trade, and her Grandfather Young was 
a well-to-do, old-time southerner, who em- 
ployed Negroes. Her grandfather had many 
good servants. 

John D. Lee and Alfred Young, her fa- 
ther's cousin, brought the gospel to the 
Young family. Her father and mother both 
joined the Church, each being the only one 
in their respective families to so do. 

In the fall of that year, Martha's father's 
family moved to Nauvoo. They lived in 
the basement of John D. Lee's house. While 
living there they were awakened one morn- 
ing about daybreak by Hyrum Wooley. 
calling from the floor above. He called 
to her mother, saying: “Oh, Rhoda, Rhoda, 
Joseph and Hyrum have been murdered.” 
That day everyone was in tears. They 
lived in Nauvoo until the saints were driven 
out, then they went to Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
Before leaving for Utah they went back 
to Tennessee to see her grandmother and 
other relatives. 

On March 13, 1852, they bade their 
relatives all goodbye. They then went to 
Nashville and took the ill-fated steamer "Sa- 
luda" and at Lexington, Missouri, it blew 
up. After standing still at Lexington all 
night, where it was being prepared to take 
a fresh start up the river to Kanesville, the 
captain was talking to the fireman and 
said: “I'll stem this current or blow her 
to —". The wheel was turned a few 
times and there was a terrible explosion. 
The boat was blown all to pieces and 
about 150 persons were killed. The captain's 
body was blown away on the hillside. The 
boat was near enough to the bank to lay 
a plank thereto, but so many rushed on to 
it for safety that it broke and let some of 
them into the water, but they were soon 
rescued, 

The Youngs were the only family to sur- 
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vive without a loss. Isaac Bullock of Provo 
wa ther one on 
money in his pock 
it was all at hi 

Her father got them all together as soon 
as possible and, after counting them, he 
said, "Martha's gone.” He rushed back onto 
the boat and found her in the huli, where 
she had fallen when the hatch door blew 
up. She was not hurt, only a bad bruise 
from being hit with the door. 

They stayed at Lexington, Missouri, for 
six weeks. Their bedding and luggage were 
all wet and it required some time to repair 
the damage done to their belongings. 

Father Young bought three yoke of cat- 
tle, three cows, a wagon, a tent and every- 
thing they needed for the trip to Utah, They 
were well fitted for comfort and had plenty 
to eat, as her mother with forethought had 
prepared well for this long journey. 

After traveling for 10 we the disease 
of cholera broke out in their camp. On 
the 2nd of July, Father Young was stricken. 
He lived five days and died, being buried 
without a coffin, Her mother had a nice 
bedspread she had made and wrapped his 
body in it, then a heavy linsy quilt. In 
this. way he was laid in his grave. 

After his burial they traveled that morn- 
ing with heavy hearts. Their trip from then 
on was uneventful. They had no more sick- 
ness or death. They arrived in Salt Lake 
Valley on September 24, 1852. 

All were thrilled with joy as they gazed 
on the beautiful valley, the mountains, the 
lake and the nest of houses called the city. 

In 1855, Martha's mother's family moved 
to Provo. In 1857 she and her sister mar- 
ried John and Robert Duke. In 1860 they 
moved to Provo Valley, later called Heber. 
After leaving the fort, Martha and John 
took up land east of town, Later they gave 
a tract of this land to the town for a ceme- 
tery. 

Martha lived in Heber the remainder of 
her life, passing away December 28, 1914. 


ROBERT STONE DUKE 


Robert Stone Duke was born April 14, 
1837, in the state of New York. His par- 
ents were early converts to The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. As a boy 
he lived in Nauvoo and was acquainted 
with Joseph Smith. He remembered the 
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martyrdom of the Prophet very well, and 
also was at the meeting of the saints when 
the mantle of Joseph Smith fell on Brig- 
ham Young, and he bore testimony of this 
until his dying day. When, mob violence 
became the rule in Nauvoo, the Dukes were 
among those who were forced to leave. 

They became pioneers of Utah and Heber 
Valley. He came to Heber from Provo and 
carried a plow on his back. He settled 
just west of the cemetery section and made 
his home there for over 60 years. 

Robert S. Duke became bishop of Heber 
East Ward and was a servant to his people. 
He visited the sick, comforted the bereaved, 
and ministered to the poor. His last twenty 
years were served as a Patriarch of Wa- 
satch Stake. For many years he collected 
milk from the valley farmers and deliv- 
ered it to Hatch’s creamery, north of town. 
He was loved and respected by all who 
knew him. He died June 16, 1923. 

Annie Ross Young Duke was born July 
13, 1839, in Nashville, Tenn. Her father 
was a carpenter and cabinet maker. He 
also made beautiful hardwood caskets. Her 
mother was a seamstress and learned to be 
a tailor and made men’s clothing. Her par- 
ents heard the elders of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, accepting the 
gospel in Nauvoo in 1843. They lived in the 
basement of John D. Lee's home while her 
father was building them a two-story brick 
home. 

Her father worked on the Nauvoo Tem- 
ple and he and her mother had their en- 
dowments therein. They lived there until the 
saints were driven out, in 1846. That sum- 
mer all the family came down with “chills 
and fever.” Her youngest brother died 
there. 

When they left to come west they were 
on the ill-fated boat “Saluda,” that blew 
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up at Li on, Mo. Over 150 people 
were killed. They stayed there about 
w drying their bedding and luggage. 
Her father bought: three yoke of cattle, a 
wagon and everything necessary for the 
trip west. They came in Captain Tidwell's 
company. Her father died of cholera on July 
5, 1812. 

She married Robert S. Duke on March 
6, 1817, in Provo, Utah. They moved to 
Heber Valley in 1860, She was an ardent 
Church worker all her life, serving as Stake 
Relief Society president for 12 years and 
as president of the YWMIA 18 years. She 
also prepared hundreds of people for burial, 
making most of the clothing by hand. She 
died January 14, 1926, 

He married Rachel Horrocks. 
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RACHEL HORROCKS DUKE 


Rachel Horrocks Duke was born Decem- 
ber 26, 1853, at Lancashire, England, daugh- 
ter of John and Ann Horrocks. She died 
April 24, 1942, in Provo. 

She married Robert Stone Duke on No- 
vember 1i, 1872, at the Salt Lake Endow- 
ment House. He was the son of Jonathan 
Oldham and Mary Stone Duke. He was 
born April 14, 1937, at Albany, New York. 

Their children: Mrs. Aldoras (Mary Ann) 
Dayton, Mrs. Albert (Adelia) Richens, Rob- 
ert Roger, Mrs. John J. (Emily Jane) Sellers, 
Lyman, Mrs. Nels (Betsy) Anderson, and 
Mrs. John W. (Katy Lenhart) Hoover. 

Rachel Horrocks was born December 26, 
1853, at Lancashire, England, daughter of 
John and Ann Horrocks. The Horrocks fam- 
ily were Methodists until Mormon elders 
went to their home. They were soon con- 
verted by the elders. They were very re- 
ligious and would walk four and one-half 
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miles to Church on Sunday morning and 
then walk back at night. Their home wa 
headquarters for the elders, 


When Rachel was 11 the family sailed 
for America. While grandfather and her 
brother were arranging the passport, etc., 
grandmother's brother stole her away. (We 
always thought that she was drugged, for 
she loved her husband and family and 
would not have left them voluntarily.) It 
was three and one-half years before the 
family could raise enough money to send 
for her. She had aged terribly. Her black 
hair was snow white, 


They were six weeks crossing the ocean 
in a sailing vessel, "The Arkwright,” land- 
ing at Castle Gardens and spending several 
days preparing for the trek across the 
plains. They spent nine weeks on the plains, 
walking most of the way. Rachel devel- 
oped mountain fever (typhoid) and was 
delirious for days. Grandfather said: “I'm 
afraid we are going to lose our girl and 
have to bury her on the plains.” Her 
brother said: “Never; we started with her 
to Zion and there she will go.” She com- 
menced to get better, but very slowly. When 
they reached Heber, some of their friends 
who had left England earlier came to meet 
them. 

There were many hardships those first 
years. The homes were dirt-roofed cabins 
and tiny lights compared to their moder- 
ately comfortable home in England. Money 
was hard to obtain. Flour was $14 for 100 
pounds, and everything in proportion. In 
England they observed the Sabbath day 
and were not used to swearing and pro- 
fanity, so when they came here and found 
the opposite they felt they had left Zion. 


At socials and meetings the whole fam- 
ily was called on to sing, as they were all 
good singers. Rachel had a wonderful alto 
voice and sang in the stake choir many 
years. At the time the Wasatch Stake Tab- 
ernacle was dedicated she sang the ob- 
bligato in one of the anthems and received 
much praise. 

The year Rachel immigrated, my father 
(Robert Stone Duke) was sent to meet 
the immigrants. Joseph Taylor, who was a 
friend of the Horrocks family, asked Rob- 
ert Stone Duke to try and bring the Hor- 
rocks family, but he was one day late arriv- 


